
 
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 
Welcome to the Late Winter edition of African Butterfly News! 
 
African Butterfly News celebrates its first year of existence; the first edition, 2016-5, was circulated 
in September last year. 
The photographic competition commenced in August 2016, so the annual award will be made in 
the next, Spring Edition – for purposes of the photographic competition, the season starts in 
August and ends in July. 
 

 
A reminder that the newsletter is circulated every two months:  

 
 Late Summer (January and February) – circulated in January 
 Autumn (March and April) – circulated in March 
 Early Winter (May and June) – circulated in May 
 Late Winter (July and August) – circulated in July 
 Spring (September and October) – circulated in September 
 Early Summer (November and December) – circulated in November 
 

 
You will all be aware of the devastating fires that the southern Cape 
experienced in June.  
Dave and Hanna Edge, LepSoc Africa’s Treasurer and Membership Secretary 
respectively, were caught up in this drama, and had to evacuate their house 
(refer to Dave’s eyewitness account below).  
 
Fortunately, the building survived the fire, although the nearby Brenton Blue 
Reserve was incinerated. All fences, sign boards and marker-posts were 
destroyed – it is hoped that some larvae or pupae of the Brenton Blue 
(Orachrysops niobe) are still alive, safely underground. 
 
See a report under COREL under the “Projects” section. 
 
Some of you may have seen an article in the Sunday Times, by Aaron Hyman, a 
friend of Christopher Dobson. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. 
Please forward Jeremy Dobson (jchdobson@gmail.com) any news, or 
photographs that might be of interest. 
If anyone has ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make 
suggestions.  
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Knysna Fire (Dave Edge) 

Dave has written an eyewitness account of the Knysna fire… 

The morning of 7th June dawned just like another normal day, except for a ferocious westerly 
wind, which was forecast to reach 100 km/hr. Here in Knysna we had been in the grip of an 
unprecedented drought (less than 20% of normal rainfall for the last 6 months). The last few days 
there had been a strong berg wind from the north west with temperatures up in the 30s but we had 
no idea what was coming. About nine o'clock we looked out from our patio and saw a huge 
mushroom cloud of smoke to the east. Checking on the internet we saw that a fire had started at 
Kruisfontein east of Knysna. Hanna went to town for shopping and phoned me to say that the 
Featherbed was on fire (at the Heads). On her way home to Brenton, crossing the Knysna river 
she saw that there was also a fire in the Phantom Pass, coming towards Belvidere and Brenton. At 
home we could now see that there were huge clouds of smoke to the west as well as over Knysna 
and to the east from the Featherbed fire.  
 

Just after lunch we received a message from our local ratepayers to 
evacuate to the Brenton community hall, and we secured the house as 
best we could, making sure all windows were firmly shut, grabbed 
some most important things, prepared our bakkie for sleeping in, and 
went up to the hall. It was quite chaotic, because the people from 
Belvidere had already been evacuated there, including two old age 
homes with wheelchair bound persons. We went back home to get 
blankets to help, and on the way saw that the sky was now full of 
smoke, blotting out the sun.  
 

Returning to the hall we found it no longer full - everyone had been evacuated down to the hotel 
near the beach, so we drove down there. The road to Knysna was now closed so there was no 
escape except along the beach. The hotel itself was now threatened so the authorities decided 
that people must walk along the beach to Buffalo Bay (5 km). Arrangements were made for 4x4 
vehicles to drive from there to pick up the infirm and more elderly people. We decided not to take 
that option, and I climbed up to the top of the dune to see where the fire actually was. It appeared 
to have gone past Brenton on Sea although Lake Brenton was in its path. So we drove up the road 
to the butterfly reserve to see if it was threatened.  
 
At this stage it wasn't - the fire was further north and seemed 
to be going past towards the western Heads. The firefighters 
were trying to prevent it from crossing the road east of and 
above the butterfly reserve and seemed to be winning. We 
then drove along the main road to Knysna, but at the Lake 
Brenton turn off the firefighters said the road was closed. As 
we watched the fire was able to jump the road and was now 
on the Brenton on Sea side and heading for the valley where 
our house is. So we went back to the hotel and informed those 
in charge. I climbed the dune again and watched as the fire 
came down the northern slope of our valley, jumped the fire 
break with ease, and was among the houses. We saw our 
friends' house surrounded by flames and hidden in smoke.  
 
The fire came down the slope and burned down four houses in the next street to us (quite a long 
way away from our street because of a nature reserve in between). It looked as if it our house was 
safe, but then we looked to the west and saw another fire coming on the southern side of the 
valley towards where our house is. Since we had heard gas bottles exploding in the houses burnt 
down we decided to go back to our house again and remove the gas bottles. When we got there 



the smoke was thick but we managed to get the bottles from outside and piled them into the car 
before making a hasty escape. Back down near the hotel the sun was now setting (quite a surreal 
sight) and it was getting dark. Looking up to where our house was we saw the fire blazing in the 
valley and as it reached our house the flames shot high in the air. I said to Hanna - that's our 
house gone. It seemed as though the fire was not coming down to the hotel and that the lower part 
of Brenton on Sea was saved but suddenly across the street from where we were parked a 
thatched roof caught fire (probably a windblown spark) and a blaze started. We decided it was 
time to leave and fortunately at that very moment the firefighters had formed a convoy to try to get 
to Knysna, so with our two vehicles we joined the convoy. The smoke was so thick you could only 
see a few meters and in places the fire was still blazing on either side of the road. Electric lines 
were down and conductors were lying across the road; trees had fallen across the road and had to 
be driven round somehow but after an hour or so we reached the N2 and relative safety. When we 
reached Knysna we were going to stay with friends but we hadn't realised the magnitude of the 
disaster since they had been evacuated as well. We could see on the hills north of Knysna fires 
still raging, and even in town some buildings were still burning. We decided the safest place was 
close to the water so we made it to the Knysna Yacht Club and parked there. The clubhouse was 
full of shocked and dazed refugees and we were glad of being able to sleep in our bakkie - many 
others had a less comfortable night. 
 
The next morning we tried to drive back to Brenton but were only allowed to do so in the 
afternoon. When we got to Brenton on Sea we expected to look down on the ruins of our house 
but were amazed to find it still standing. The fire had hit the end of the house but with the house 
being of brick construction and having no exposed timber it wouldn't burn. The flames shooting up 
into the air were the fire running out of fuel. The whole street beyond us and the adjacent 
Watsonia Street (with many wooden houses) was saved because our house basically stopped the 
fire. But the Brenton Blue butterfly reserve was not so lucky. Fires came from the north and 
jumped across the tar road above the reserve and burned it very badly. Amazingly only one of the 
houses adjacent to the reserve burned. 
 
During the aftermath we had no electricity for three weeks and no water for one week. Should be 
good practice for the years ahead! Knysna's water crisis has now reached level 4, with less than 
20 days water left in the reservoirs. We have resolved to become electricity and water 
independent, or at least to be able to do without municipal supplies. 
 
 

Brenton Blue Trust 

The BBT, which among other things serves as a funding 
vehicle for various LepSoc Africa projects, held its Annual 
General Meeting at the Brenton on Sea Community Hall on 
Saturday 27 May 2017. 
 
 
 

  Before the inferno… 
Dave Edge, Jeremy Dobson and Ernest Pringle 

outside the Brenton Blue Reserve 



 
Highveld Butterfly Club meeting 

 
A meeting of the Highveld Butterfly Club (the Gauteng, Free State and North-West Province 
branch of LepSoc Africa) was held on Thursday 25 May. 
 

Presentations included Habitat Conservation for Butterflies by 
Peter Sharland and a talk by Hermann Staude on the Alucita 
genus (the Many-plumes).  
Following LepSoc Africa’s decision to use Butterflies as a general 
term for Lepidoptera, Hermann intends to undertake a series of 
talks, introducing members of the Society to the extraordinary 
diversity within this order of insects. The Alucita have wings that 
are split into fan-like plumes. 

 
 
Kwaku Aduse-Poku  

 
Dr Kwaku Aduse-Poku was awarded this year’s 
John C Marsden Medal by the Linnean Society. 
His PhD thesis work at Cambridge University, titled 
“Adaptive Radiation of Mycalesine butterflies in the 
Old World tropics”, was adjudged the best doctoral 
thesis in Biology in the UK.  
 
 

Kwaku is a young evolutionary biologist whose work centres on ecology and evolution of 
butterflies, especially those distributed in Africa, Madagascar and Asia. He started off as the first 
Ghanaian student to ever study butterflies and has since researched various aspects of these 
insects and has also mentored several students. His research has shed considerable light on 
the ecology and evolution of several butterfly groups including the charismatic Charaxinae and the 
spectacularly radiated Mycalesine in the Old World Tropics. He is currently a post-doc in the City 
University of New York, where together with other enthusiastic researchers, they are building 
global phylogenies of all butterflies using a suite of next-generation technologies.  
 
LepSoc Africa members will remember Kwaku from the 2015 Conference in Pretoria, where he 
was awarded the inaugural Torben Larsen Memorial Tankard for his outstanding contribution to 
butterfly research in Africa. 
 
Kwaku is currently working at ABRI with Steve Collins. For interest, Michel Libert was at ABRI 
recently working on Epitola and Szabolcs Sáfián (Safi) will be visiting shortly after Kwaku departs. 
 
https://www.linnean.org/the-society/news/2017/05/26/25th-may-2017-medal-winners-2017 
 
  



Pilodeudorix Mano 
 
Szabolcs Sáfián (Safi) recently recorded another specimen of the Nimba Blue Playboy 
(Pilodeudorix mano) in the Nimba Mountains in Guinea. 

This is the butterfly that Chris Dobson 
discovered in Liberia in January 
2014, which was, until now, the only 
specimen recorded. 

The species was described in 
Metamorphosis Volume 26: 62 - 78 

Publication Date: 2015-10-21 

Authors: Szabolcs Sáfián, Steve C. Collins and Michel Libert. 

 

Changes in the taxonomy of the Hesperiid genus Gegenes (Mark Williams) 
 
Rienk de Jong and John Coutsis have very recently published a paper in the journal Tijdschrift 
voor Entomologie (volume 160:41-60) in which they re-appraise the taxonomy of the genus. They 
found that the genus could be divided into two well differentiated groups. 
 
For one of these groups they erected a new genus, Afrogegenes. Gegenes niso (Linnaeus, 1764) 
was found to be based on an incorrect lectotype designation and now takes the name 
Afrogegenes letterstedti (Wallengren, 1857). G. hottentota (Latreille, 1823) is now Afrogegenes 
hottentota. G. hottentota ocra Evans, 1937 has been given species rank and is now Afrogegenes 
ocra (Evans, 1937).  
 
The genus Gegenes now contains only two species: G. pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804) and G. 
nostrodamus (Fabricius, 1793). 
 
If anyone would like a PDF of this publication, please contact Mark at lepidochrysops@gmail.com. 
 
 
Yebo Gogga 

This years’ Yebo Gogga exhibition was held between 
Wednesday 10 and Sunday 14 May, at the Oppenheimer Life 
Sciences Building, East Campus, Wits.  

Many thanks to Peter Webb, Jan Praet and Peter Sharland who 
helped out at various stages and especially to Olivier Houe who 
was present for the entire duration of the expo!  

In my opinion, the LepSoc Africa stand was as good as any at 
Yebo Gogga and we generally had at least two attentive and 
enthusiastic LepSoc Africa members in attendance at all times! 

While it is difficult to quantify the value of this type of event, 
LepSoc Africa hopefully raised butterfly-awareness among the many people who visited the 
exhibition. 

 

Peter Webb (seated), Olivier Houe and 
Jan Praet at Yebo Gogga 



Butterfly Talks 

I forgot to mention in the last Newsletter that Peter Webb has been active with butterfly talks and 
educational activities. 
He presented a talk to the Johannesburg South Garden Club on 18 March which attracted about 
30 people. 
 
On 12 April he presented to the Rotary Club, with about 17 
people in attendance. 
 
Over the weekend of 20 – 21 May Peter took a butterfly walk-and 
–talk in the eastern Free State.  
While walking in the Maluti Mountains near Ficksburg he found 
the Burnished Opal (Chrysoritis chrysaor).  
 

 

Butterfly Evening – 13 July 
 
As part of Hermann’s “meet the family” program, last 
Thursday’s talk provided interesting facts, diagnostic keys 
and wonderful photographs of the most recently evolved 
clade of Lepidoptera, the Macroheterocera. 
 
I encourage anyone with an interest in butterflies to 
attend these bi-monthly sessions. In case you have 
forgotten, Butterfly Evenings are held on the 2nd 
Thursday of every 2nd month. 

The cost is R100 per person (R175 for non-LepSoc 
members), which includes dinner.  

 

Butterfly Evening – 11 May 

May’s Butterfly Evening at Ruimsig Country Club featured a talk on Lepidoptera phylogeny by Pasi 
Sihvonen. 
 
Pasi, a lecturer at the University of Helsinki, Finland, undertook his PhD on the phylogeny of the 
geometrid subfamily Sterrhinae and has subsequently published many papers on the subject 
using both molecular and phenotypic approaches.  
 
A global expert on what can be a highly technical scientific subject, Pasi presented a clear and 
readily understandable talk. 
 
Phylogenetics (the study of evolutionary history and the relationships of species) uses several 
factors in trying to produce an accurate “tree-of-life”. These include morphological and structural 
characteristics, behaviour, as well as geographic distributions.  
Increasingly, due to the huge amount of data that can be analysed, DNA comparisons are the 
most important component.  
 
  



The difference between bar-coding (the comparison of a well-defined set of genes) and genome 
differences were discussed. 
 
Pasi showed a draft paper that he is preparing with Hermann Staude on the section of the 
Geometridae family that includes Callioratis. 
 
The phylogentic branching and linkages that they have developed indicate that a few species are 
currently placed in the wrong genus. 
Finally, while our understanding of “the tree of life” is continually being undated and improved, the 
ability of traditional Linnaean binomial taxonomy to adequately describe modern biological 
relationships is being tested! The definition of species is reasonably solid, however the man-made 
definitions as to what constitute genera, sub-genera, tribes etc are far from resolved or universally 
agreed upon! 
 

 

Douglas Kroon 

Douglas’ partner, Hancina, passed away recently.  
Our condolences to Doug and we offer our support in this difficult time.  
  



Greenwings Tour 2 – Part 1 (Steve Woodhall) 

Friday 14 April day 1 – the Road North  
 
Early morning flights out of Durban Airport are something I'm used to, but it made a nice change to 
be leaving on an exciting Greenwings tour this time! As usual I struggled to sleep and ended up 
arriving way too early for the flight, but I had a good ziz on the flight. Arrived fresh and ready and 
as I approached the baggage carousel there was my case to meet me!   
 

And as I went to the rendezvous at OR Tambo international 
arrivals, there was Dave Corfield walking straight to my 
'Greenwings' sign. So far, so smooth... and the rest of the crew 
arrived fairly quickly afterwards – Callan Cohen, Nick Baelz, 
Dean and Sally Jue, and Maurice and Barbara Higginbotham.  
 
One sad note was that John Maddocks, who had been on last 
year's trip, had to cancel at the last minute with a back injury. We 
missed you, mate! 

 
The main target butterfly on this trip was – lots of 'em! Dean and Sally were particularly keen on 
Lycaenids, as befits members of the Hairstreak Chapter NABA. Off we went to pick up the 
vehicles, and get on the Great North Road out of Joburg and Pretoria. The Weather Gods had 
detected Lepsters on safari, and served up an unseasonal Antarctic cold front with rain. As we 
drove north it got colder and wetter, and by Mookgopong it was like a June day in England... 16oC, 
grey and miserable. We stopped for lunch and munched burgers looking out at the rain. Oh well, 
we did promise our guests the 'typical South African butterfly safari'.  
 
Our next stop was the Mall of the North at Polokwane, where we picked up essential 'Lepster' 
supplies. Bananas and pineapple for butterfly bait, a plastic box to make it in, road nibbles, etc.  
 
By the time we left the rain had stopped and I had made the 
'mistake' of following the Google Maps route to Haenertsburg. 
As it turned out, this was a happy error and we found ourselves 
on a dirt road linking the Munnik road with the Haenertsburg 
one. At one point Callan called out an interesting bird, so we 
scrunched to a halt to get out and look. And lo and behold, there 
were nectar plants – Lippia javanica and Vernonia centauroides. 
And butterflies! The first Grass Yellows of the trip (Broad-
bordered, Eurema brigitta) and Common Dotted Border, 
Mylothris agathina. Plus, some Lycaenids hiding in the Lippia 
bushes. Fun was had sticking macro lenses into the bush. The 
adventure had officially started. 
 
Eventually we realised that if we continued like this we'd arrive at Bramasole by midnight, we set 
off along the road into the Wolkberg. We spotted a village called 'Nobody' which had a Total petrol 
station – with a sign saying 'Total Nobody'! This tickled us and a photo call was made – and the 
group became, inevitably, the TOTAL NOBODIES! 
 
We passed the amazing crowds at the Zion Christian Church of Moria (in South Africa it's a 
church, not a cave full of orcs) and eventually (in a good old Magoebaskloof Pea-Souper) got to 
the comfortable haven that is Bramasole. After a quick bait brewing session in Callan's room, a 
fine supper awaited us (the cook is particularly good at desserts) and cold beers, wine, and a 
welcome early night. 
 
  

The Total Nobodies… 

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow  
(Eurema brigitta)  
Steve Woodhall 



Saturday 15 April day 2 – Politsi, Buffelsberg and the road to 'She'. 
 
Yr.no had promised a grey and wet day, and although there were birds around, precious few 
butterflies were flying in the misty gloom the next morning. Dave found an enormous Walker's Owl 
moth (Erebus macrops), our biggest Noctuid and relative to the huge Thysania species of South 
America, in his room. Which everyone invaded to take photos. With Lepidoptera, there is always 
something! 

We set off down 
Magoebaskloof Pass to the 
town of Tzaneen, in search 
of essential Lepster supplies 
like wine, beer, vodka for the 
bait, and not forgetting 
Allerverloren Port. As we 
drove up the rain shadow of 
the Magoebaskloof hills we 
got to Politsi River, a lowland 
riverine forest that has 
produced the goods in the 
past. Even though the weather was dull, the warm subtropical 
heat brought out the butterflies. Dozens of Soldier Pansies 
Junonia terea, as well as various skippers, Leopards 
(Lachnoptera ayresi and Phalanta phalantha) and Grass Yellows 
– to begin with, Broad-bordered E. brigitta and Angled E. 
desjardinsii, but later on, the larger Malagasy E. floricola.  
 
This has only recently been recognised as being separate from 
the widespread E. hecabe solifera in SA, so a lot of close 
examination was done. And very many Dancing Acraea, 
Telchinia serena, which eventually became the 'trash butterfly' of 
the trip. 

 
Common Sailers – Neptis laeta – were in abundance with the 
occasional Spotted Sailer, Neptis saclava marpessa.  
 
There were some Forest Fever-trees Anthocleista grandiflora 
along the road, and knowing that Mother-of-Pearls like to roost 
in these, I gave one a shake. To our joy out one popped – 
Common Mother-of-Pearl, Protogoniomorpha parhassus. The 
first big flashy butterfly of the trip, and he posed nicely for 
photos. We wandered down the road, eventually getting to the 
river where Mocker Swallowtails Papilio dardanus cenea were 
flying. There were some good Odonata including the 
spectacular Dancing Jewel, Platycypha caligata. 
 
Wandering further on, we found our first Hoppers, Platylesches 
galesa, the White-tail Hopper. These were whizzing around the 
forest edge at the upper part of the riverine forest. And here, 
we saw some other special butterflies. Ant-heap Small White, 
Dixeia pigea, is a common forest butterfly in SA but the orange 
female form luteola is not – and we found one. Plus, the first 
Charaxes of the trip – a female Blue-spotted, C. cithaeron 
cithaeron, on Spathodea flowers.  

Angled Grass Yellow  
(Eurema desjardinsii)  

Steve Woodhall 

Malagasy Grass Yellow  
(Eurema floricola)  
Steve Woodhall 

Dancing Acraea  
(Telchinia serena)  
Steve Woodhall 

Common Mother-of-Pearl  
(Protogoniomorpha parhassus)  

Steve Woodhall 

Ant-heap Small White  
(Dixeia pigea)  

Steve Woodhall 



And some spectacular lycaenids – Natal Bar, Cigaritis 
natalensis, and Purple-Brown Hairstreak, Hypolycaena 
philippus. 

But the weather eventually won and it started to rain. Off we 
went to another dry-area standby, the Buffelsberg peak near 
Munnik. It was pretty grey and dull, but I got one of my target 
butterflies near the summit. Grizzled Bush Brown, Bicyclus ena, 
which I've been trying to photograph on digital for years. I have 
to admit, there didn't seem to be a lot of enthusiasm for an LBJ 
in the gloom! 
 
Our last attempt was the Koedoes River valley, which I had found to be good years earlier, but we 
found it to have been ruined by tomato farming. So we drove on, until we found a turning to 
Modjadjiskloof. This is a storied part of Africa; the second Rain Queen Modjadji having been the 
inspiration for H Rider Haggard's book 'She'. We found some Vernonia flowers, and even though it 
was dull we stopped and succeeded in finding several species of Pieridae including the 
spectacular Scarlet Tip, Colotis annae annae. After a while it got too dark, so we went back to 
Bramasole. The mist was even thicker... 
 
Bramasole was again a haven of good food and restfulness. We were spoiled rotten here by the 
Two Tristans, and their cook, who was doing her best to stuff us like turkeys. 
 
Sunday 16 April day 3 – Buffelsberg produces the goods 
 
As we woke to another misty Magoebaskloof morning, and another superb Bramasole breakfast, 
we found the first real Afromontane forest butterfly. A single White-banded Swallowtail, Papilio 
echerioides echerioides, was disturbed in the garden just before breakfast, which went off down 
into a thick patch of bush and sat coyly just in view, challenging camera and binoculars. But it was 
still cool and misty and we knew that yr.no was forecasting sun on the dry side of the hills. So off 
we went down the pass again. We had a brief stop at Politsi River, and again we saw some good 
butterflies, but we could see that the sun was out on the uplands so we were soon back at the 
Buffelsberg. This time, as we climbed the hill, there were many more butterflies about. Spotted 
Jokers Byblia ilithyia were everywhere, and of course so were the Dancing Acraeas. As we got to 
the top, the good stuff started to show up.  

On the way up, we found a 
female Bushveld Charaxes, 
Charaxes achaemenes 
achaemenes, ovipositing on 
the host plant, Round-leafed 
Kiaat, Pterocarpus 
rotundifolius. This was a first 
for me – and we were amazed 
at her likeness to the Foxy 
Charaxes, Charaxes saturnus 
saturnus, which Dave was 
keen to see, having seen its 

cousin Charaxes jasius jasius in Europe. And we were soon to see these, sunning themselves on 
the first hilltop. Wings wide open, which is not usually the case.  
Glorious. And soon we started seeing the other hilltop specialists. Male Charaxes achaemenes 
and the smaller Pearl-spotted, Charaxes jahlusa rex. Small black male Charaxes, probably Demon 
Charaxes, C. phaeus.  
  

Grizzled Bush Brown 
(Bicyclus ena)  

Steve Woodhall 

Bushveld Charaxes 
(Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes)  

Steve Woodhall 

Foxy Charaxes 
(Charaxes saturnus saturnus)  

Steve Woodhall 



And Barbara was waxing lyrical about a big orange and white butterfly she'd seen. I kept thinking 
of Large Vagrant Nepheronia argia, but then we saw it – Pearl Charaxes, C. varanes. Of all the 
sights of the African bush, the flashing orange and white of this butterfly against the dark green 
bush is one of the most iconic – and Barbara had spotted it first.  
 
I'm reminded of Redland O'Hanlon's words – '...that sudden, passing, incandescent moment when 
you are not even sure if the something that is flying across the river in front of you is a bat or a bird 
or a butterfly.' When the world seems fresh and newly made. And for an instant, you are returned 
to childhood. 
 
When we got to the top of the Buffelsberg, it was performing. 
We found the first Abantis skipper of the trip, Veined Skipper A. 
venosa. Grizzled Bush Browns were out again, as were more of 
the Charaxes and some Bars – not only Natal, but Ella's, 
Cigaritis ella. A Straight-line Sapphire Iolaus silarus put in an 
appearance. And all around there were African Monarchs 
Danaus chrysippus orientis, African Migrants Catopsilia florella, 
and lots of sundry Jokers, Acraeas, Pansies and Commodores. 
As I have found before with this place, it proved difficult to leave. 
 
Back at Bramasole, the trap we'd hung was empty. No matter. 
Supper was tasty, the beers (and G'n'Ts) were cold, and I think we all had that pleasant ache we 
feel after a really good day walking in the African bush. 
 
Monday 17 April day 4 – Afrotemperate forest in the sun at last! 
 
The morning dawned cool and misty but we could see it was going to clear. And it did – around 
breakfast-time, which caused mixed feelings. Northern Bush Beauty Paralethe dendrophilus junodi 
was spotted in the bush outside Dave's room, as well as Gold-spotted Sylph Metisella metis paris 
and Large Sprite, Apallaga mokeezi seperata. Eventually we got everyone fed and loaded into the 
cars, and we set off for the deep forest. First order of the day was to put up Charaxes traps – the 
bait by this time was beginning to ferment nicely. 

 
At the first stop we found several Bush Beauties as well as Dead-leaf Commodores, Precis tugela 
tugela. Gold-spotted Sylphs and Large Sprites were everywhere. We slowly wended our way up 
the steep road, eventually finding the cool forest Charaxes specials like Forest-king C. xiphares 
kenwayi and Silver-barred, C. druceanus moerens. The black males of Satyr Charaxes C. ethalion 
ethalion were also out. Mocker Swallowtails Papilio dardanus cenea, were everywhere, mostly 
males with the odd female, and both sexes of White-barred Swallowtail. 
 
A single male Emperor Swallowtail Papilio ophidicephalus transvaalensis was seen flying up the 
road, its huge wings beating like the Fell Beast in the Lord of the Rings. And Battling Gliders 
Cymothoë alcimeda transvaalica were contesting territories in the canopy. 
 

Veined Skipper 
(Abantis venosa)  
Steve Woodhall 

Northern Bush Beauty 
(Paralethe dendrophilus junodi)  

Steve Woodhall 

Dead-leaf Commodore 
(Precis tugela tugela)  

Steve Woodhall 

Mocker Swallowtail 
(Papilio dardanus cenea)  

Steve Woodhall 



Nick and I went off in the Hyundai ahead of the rest to hang a high trap, and at one point we both 
saw something black and orange settle in the bush to the left. Stealthily we left the car, and Nick 
got a good sighting of Long-tailed Admiral Antanartia schaeneia schaeneia. This got my blood 
racing as well, because I needed good digital shots of this for the new edition of the Field Guide.  
 
By lunchtime it became evident that our old friend the cloud cover was making itself felt. We 
decided to head to the higher altitude part of the forest on the other side of the wetlands. We had 
lunch and then walked into the marshes. 

 
I had an idea we might find some interesting marsh butterflies 
here, but there was little on the wing. Callan did find a nice 
damselfly, the Mountain Malachite Cholorolestes fasciatus. He 
had been hoping for the rarer Elegant Malachite, but we were 
denied this - at least for today. Coming back to the car, Barbara 
found a beautiful female Black-tipped Acraea, A. caldarena, in 
the grasses at the edge of the wetlands. This is more of a dry 
country butterfly and the specimen was unusually dark, with an 
almost bluish hue to the grey wing bases. After a bit of a chase 

we all managed to get good photographs. 

 
We then went back down the forest road, checking the traps as 
we went. I think the bait was a little too fresh, because all we got 
were loads of Common Bush Brown Bicyclus safitza, and only 
one good Charaxes – a nice male Silver-barred, who posed 
nicely after a drink of bait.  
 
As we drove out of the forest we noticed there were a lot of 
Acraeas along the roadside near a clear-cut area of pine 
plantation. We found the place to be alive with them, getting 
ready to roost – not only the Dancing Acraeas we'd seen 
everywhere, but also Natal A, natalensis, Window A. oncaea, Garden A. horta, and Clear-spotted 
A. aglaonice. And Barbara started to cement her position of lucky devil of the trip. She and 
Maurice found a male Long-tailed Admiral and got some great shots of it. 
 
Tuesday 18 April day 5 - De Hoek forest and drive to Lekgalameetse 
 

This was to be our last day in Magoebaskloof and it dawned 
clear and beautiful. There was another Owl Moth hanging 
around Bramasole – this time a Cream-striped Owl, Cyligramma 
latona. Before breakfast we were photographing Bush Beauties 
and Gold-spotted Sylphs in the garden, so it proved a bit difficult 
to get everyone focused on food, and getting out on the road. 
 
We'd decided to go down the De Hoek road, which was marked 
'4x4 only' but it's been like that for years. It winds its way down a 
steep forest-covered mountainside and there's always a chance 
of wash aways in a place like that – but the attractions were 
worth the risk!  

 
I remembered a stunning roadside waterfall that was always a good spot for butterflies. Slowly we 
made our way down the road, which to our relief only had a couple of sticky places.  
 
  

Silver-barred Charaxes 
(Charaxes druceanus moerens)  

Steve Woodhall 

Black-tipped Acraea  
(Acraea calderena)  

Steve Woodhall 

Cream Striped Owl 
(Cyligramma latona)  

Steve Woodhall 



Admirals started making themselves evident. At one spot, we 
had two or three of them whizzing about, and I got the definitive 
upper side digital shot I've been wanting for years. Everyone got 
good shots, then Dean spotted one flying a bit differently to the 
others. It turned out to be Northern Short-tailed Admiral, 
Vanessa dimorphica, which was fantastic. I'd given up on finding 
this because in my experience it was only found in the high 
forest. Another species to add to the list! 
 
 
 

Eventually we go to the waterfall, which was teeming with Swallowtails – 
all Mocker and White-banded. Callan put his wellies on and squelched to 
the bottom of the falls, where to his joy, there was an Elegant Malachite, 
Chlorolestes elegans, literally 'hanging out' on a mossy wall. It sat still 
whilst all the group risked soggy feet for a photo opportunity. This was a 
lifer for me as well. A spectacular damselfly indeed.  
 
With this we decided we needed to get our skates on, because we needed 
to stock up on supplies in Tzaneen and get to Lekgalameetse by 5:30 pm. 
The main mall in the town had a really confusing parking system and we 
ended up parking in the bus station instead... which earned me a lot of 
ribbing for the rest of the trip. 
 
The drive from Tzaneen to Lekgalameetse culminates in an approach to 
the eastern wall of the Wolkberg mountains. Scenically spectacular, and 
we got to the gate at exactly the time we planned. It's a 12km dirt road to 

the main camp at the base of one of the valleys, and we got there at dusk. Colleen and Samjee, 
our caterers, had a superb spread awaiting us. And the accommodation, whilst not being as five-
star as Bramasole, was comfortable and clean.  
 
Wednesday 19 April day 6 – Lekgalameetse with Johan Greyling, and the road to the cottage 
 
We decided to go out for an early drive to the spot where I'd photographed Juanita's Hairtail 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae a couple of years ago, then come back for breakfast before meeting 
up with Johan. He's one of my oldest friends and an expert on the area. And of course, as we got 
up, it was cool and misty. We walked along the road, and the most interesting things we found 
were several lepidoptera that had met an untimely end. Most at the fangs of Crab Spiders 
(Thomisidae) but there was one strange moth, Wavy Shades Cortyta canescens, that seemed to 
have impaled itself on an Acacia thorn! 
 
As it was looking like it might clear in an hour or two, we decided to go 
back for an early breakfast. Thus fortified, the sun started to break 
through, so we set off for the vehicles. On the way, someone found a 
'skipper with a gold band' sitting on the ground. It turned out to be a 
freshly emerged female Banded Hopper, Platylesches picanini. One of 
Lekgalameetse's renowned rarities, right in the middle of camp! We 
thought she was a cripple at first, but after a while she expanded her 
wings and posed beautifully. We got a great shot of her posing on Dean's 
finger. 'Finger' shots of rare butterflies are a local Lepster fetish, so Dean 
was duly initiated... 

 
  

Long-tailed Admiral 
(Antanartia schaeneia schaeneia)  

Steve Woodhall 

Elegant Malachite 
(Chlorolestes elegans)  

Steve Woodhall 

Banded Hopper on Dean 
Jue’s Finger 

Steve Woodhall 



And nearby were some Mobola Plum bushes Parinari curatellifolia, the host plant of all the local 
Platylesches skippers. There were a couple of fat final instar examples to be found. At the time I 
thought they were Banded Hoppers, but when I got the pix home and compared them with my 
records, turned out they were White-tail Hoppers.  
 
We spent some time at the juanitae spot, and to our delight a fresh male showed up on the wet 
sand – with several other species of lycaenid. A couple of Cambridge Vagrants Nepheronia 
thalassina sinalata turned up – one of our biggest 'blues' although they are actually Pierids. We 
hung a trap at this spot, which looked very promising. 
 
Driving along the road, we eventually met up with Johan. He suggested we hot foot it to the valley 
he knows, where lots of rare things had been turning up. I hadn't been to this spot before – and it 
turned out to be really good. As we walked along the road, Friars Amauris niavius dominicanus 
kept coming in to suck alkaloids from injured plants along the road. Lots of Grass Yellows – a few 
Broad-bordered, but also some Malagasy and a few Common, Eurema hecabe solifera. ‘Common’ 
is a bit of a misnomer since it was split from Malagasy – it is definitely the rarer of the two and 
being very active, almost impossible to photograph. We were reduced to netting them and looking 
at the black forewing tips, which are the best identification features. 

 
Johan then showed us his ‘pièce de résistance’ – a colony of Pennington’s Buffs, Cnodontes 
penningtoni, high up in an Acacia. They were performing their strange ‘wing waggling’ dance as 
they sucked honeydew from a group of scale insects. Definitely a type of Lycaenid no-one had 
ever seen before.  
 
Eventually we came to a ford across a stream, surrounded by the invasive American scrambler 
‘Cherry Pie’ Lantana camara. This is a very attractive nectar plant and the area was pullulating 
with butterflies. Lots of Pierids, Swallowtails and various Nymphalids of the kinds we’d seen 
before, as well as several species of Blues on the mud next to the stream. People spent a lot of 
time loitering near that mud. Occasionally something unusual would come down. There was a 
perfect Veined Skipper Abantis venosa, a single Robust Hopper Platylesches robustus, which 
didn’t stay for long; and occasional Purple-brown Hairstreaks Hypolycaena philippus philippus. 
And the Cherry Pie was producing the goods as well.  

 

Friar 
 (Amauris niavius dominicanus)  

Steve Woodhall 

Pennington’s Buffs 
 (Cnodontes penningtoni)  

Steve Woodhall 

Robust Hopper 
 (Platylesches robustus)  

Steve Woodhall 

Paradise Skipper 
 (Abantis paradisea)  

Steve Woodhall 

Macomo Ranger  
(Kedestes macomo)  

Steve Woodhall 



I was thrilled to get my first ever decent digitals of Paradise Skipper Abantis paradisea. A nice 
female Macomo Ranger, Kedestes macomo, put in an appearance, as did several specimens of 
Banded Hopper. Honey Hopper, Platylesches moritili, which is usually the commonest Hopper in 
this area, did show up, but only one or two. 

We spent such a long time at this productive spot that we didn’t 
leave ourselves much time at the waterfall in the main forest. 
We paid a visit and hung a trap, and saw occasional Emperor 
Swallowtails among the numerous Mocker Swallowtails and 
Green-banded Swallowtails, Papilio nireus lyaeus. Eventually 
the shadows started to lengthen and we drove up to the top of 
the forest to enjoy the late afternoon light, and put up a trap. We 
then went back to the spot along the road back to camp and 
found that a male Blue-spotted Charaxes, C. cithaeron 
cithaeron, had taken up residence. He refused to sit still on 
some bait smeared on a rock, but at least everyone got a look at 
the glorious blue upper side. The trap we’d hung back at camp 
produced a few Common Bush Browns, Bicyclus safitza safitza, 
but nothing else.  
 
We were able to give our guests a taste of what a genuine LepSoc Africa bush evening is like. 
Johan has a repertoire of tales second to none, and as the level of Allesverloren Port went down, 
we all joined in. Stories like the Elusive Phosphor got told… we didn’t stay up as late as is 
customary at a LepSoc session, but I know a couple of people were surprised to see Johan and 
me up with the lark the next morning… 
 
 
 

This article will be continued in September’s edition of the Newsletter 

 

Uganda  

 

Harald Selb, Raimund Schutte, Mark Williams and I 
visited Uganda in early June.  

A full trip-report, with photographs, will be included in the 
next Newsletter. 

 
  

Honey Hopper 
 (Platylesches moritili)  

Steve Woodhall 



Pyrenees (Jeremy Dobson) 

 
My wife Colleen, and I, visited the Pyrenees in June, where 
we met up with LepSoc Africa members Claudia and Dietmar 
Ley.  
 
The Leys have an enviable lifestyle, spending the South 
African and European summers in Nelspruit and the south of 
France respectively. 
 
We enjoyed good weather and great 
hikes in wonderful countryside. It’s 

also fair to say that the cuisine was a 
considerable step up from my earlier 
Uganda trip! 

 
Butterflies were present in large numbers 
- a selection of photographs is included 
below. 
 
Noteworthy species included the Clouded Apollo (Parnassius 
mnemosyne) from Tourmalet and the Piedmont Ringlet (Erebia 
meolans) from Lake Bernatoire. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Chalk-hill Blue 
(Lysandra coridon) 

Black Veined White  
(Aporia crataegi) 

Apollo 
(Parnassius apollo) 

Marbled Fritillary 
 (Brenthis daphne) 

Gavarnie Ringlet 
(Erebia gorgone) 

Jeremy Dobson, Dietmar and Claudia Ley at 
Luz Saint Sauvour, France 

Sooty Copper 
(Lycaena tityrus) 



Gowan Clark illustration 

Jonathan Ball forwarded an unpublished illustrated life-cycle by Gowan Clark, which I’ve attached 
below: 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly Evening will be held at Ruimsig Country Club on Thursday 14 September; 
18h30 for 19h00.  
 
This will form part of Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 
the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R100 per person (R175 for non-LepSoc members), which includes dinner. Note that 
Butterfly Evenings, arranged by Hermann Staude, are held on the 2nd Thursday of every 2nd month 
– please diarize! 
 
 
Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar 2018 

The 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop will be held at ValBio, Ranomafana, Madagascar 
between 7 and 15 April 2018. 

A motivation / research proposal has been submitted and we are awaiting feedback from the 
authorities, prior to requesting deposits from delegates. It may be necessary to include individual 
names on collecting-permits, so if you are interested in attending the Workshop, but have not yet 
submitted a Registration Form, please do so as soon as possible. 

More than 25-people have registered so far - there are not many more places available! 

 

2017 LepSoc Africa Conference 

The Nestle Centre at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens has been booked for the weekend of Sat 21 
- Sun 22 October this year. Many thanks to Christopher Willis and Samantha Hargreaves of 
SANBI for assisting us with this and waiving the venue hire-fee! 

As agreed at last year’s AGM, we are holding the event in peak butterfly-season, in order to 
encourage visiting lepidopterists to attend (and perhaps arrange an extended stay to visit nearby 
localities). 

The Highveld Butterfly Club will be arranging the event – a preliminary notification and call-for-
papers will be circulated shortly. 

 

Gabon Expedition 

Antonio Durante of the Museo di Storia Naturale del Salento is arranging an 8th scientific 
expedition to Gabon (Ivindo National Park and Mondah Forest), between 17 November and  
2 December. 

Please contact Antonio at antonio.durante@msns.it if you are interested.  



8th Annual Oppenheimer – De Beers Group Research Conference 

 
The 8th Annual Research Conference will be held at the De Beers Corporate Headquarters in 
Ormonde, Johannesburg on Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 October 2017.  
Registration will take place on the Tuesday morning. This conference will be hosted by E 
Oppenheimer & Son and the De Beers Group. 
 
Anyone wishing to attend the conference is requested to email a completed Registration Form to 
duncan.macfadyen@eoson.co.za.   
Registration forms can also be downloaded from the following website www.diamondroute.com.     
 
All parties that have conducted research on any of the Oppenheimer – De Beers Group properties 
(Venetia Limpopo Nature Reserve, Telperion, Rooipoort Nature Reserve, Tswalu Kalahari, 
Benfontein, Dronfield, Wakefield, Brenthurst Garden, Orapa Makgadikgadi, Namaqualand and the 
Kimberley Big Hole) as well as other sites within the De Beers Group and E Oppenheimer & Son, 
are encouraged to attend and present papers at the conference.   
 
The objectives of this conference are to provide a platform to: 
 

    Share the outcomes of a range of research projects that have taken place across these 
properties and other sites within the De Beers Group of Companies and E Oppenheimer & 
Son.  
 

    Provide an opportunity for students and researchers to present their outcomes and findings 
to a diverse audience of academics, students and environmental managers as well as 
members of the media.  
 

    Provide a networking opportunity for the site managers and researchers as well as guide 
future research and post-graduate opportunities across Oppenheimer and De Beers Group 
sites.  

 
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME  
 

Day 1: Tuesday, 17th October 2017 
08:30 – 17:00 

Day 2: Wednesday, 18th October 2017 
08:30 – 15:00 

Registration 
Presentations & Poster session.  
Conference Cocktail Function, De Beers 
Corporate Headquarters 

Registration 
Presentations & Poster session. 
Closure 

 

  



FEATURES  
 
Butterfly Identification Plates (Mark Williams) 

Mark has produced several photogaraphic plates, highlighting genera or species-groups for which 
identification is difficult.  

Here we focus on the recently revised genera Gegenes and Afriogegenes. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Photographs (Jonathan Ball) 

Jonathan Ball has forwarded several great photographs which, although they are time-barred from 
the monthly Photo Competion, I’m sure you’d like to see: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chrysoritis thysbe (m)  
Scarborough, Western 

Cape - 27 September 2015 

Mylothris agathina agathina 
Tokai, Western Cape 

Tylopaedia sardonyx 
peringueyi (f) 

Trawal, Western Cape 

Cassionympha cassius  
Sedgefield, Western Cape 

Hypolycaena philippus 
philippus  

Etosha, Namibia 

Aloeides egerides (f)  
 Pella, Western Cape 



COLLECTOR’S CORNER 

Some other useful contacts below:  
 
440mm/330mm/55mm "Butterfly trays": 
Conver-Tek (Pty) Ltd 
141 Elsberg Road 
Germiston 
(011) 827 2460 (t) or (011) 827 2498 (f) 
  
SVA60 white foam rubber lining: 
Sondor Industries 
40 Simba St 
Sebenza 
Edenvale 
(011) 452 4530 (t) or (011) 452 4532 (f) 
  
Plastic mini-grip envelopes (various sizes): 
Shaft Packaging 
10 Samantha Street 
Strijdom Park 
Randburg 
(011) 792-1200/8 (t) or (011) 793-5712 (f) 
  
Polystyrene boxes and sheet material: 
Automa Multi Styrene (Pty) Ltd 
20 Simba St 
Sebenza 
Edenvale 
(011) 452 6770 (t) or (011) 452 6773 (f) 
 
Worldwide Butterflies  
http://www.wwb.co.uk/ 
 
Watkins and Doncaster 
http://www.watdon.co.uk/ 
 
Bioquip 
https://www.bioquip.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

  



CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Megan Loftie-Eaton)  
 
LepiMAP’s goal is the conservation of butterflies and their habitats in Africa. 
This entails educating and encouraging people to observe, appreciate and understand the needs 
of living insects. 
 
Megan has released her latest report, dealing with the period February to the end of April 2017. A 
total of 9 488 records were received during this term; 5517 have been identified and 769 taxa have 
been recorded. 
April was the best month ever for LepiMAP with 4175 records. 
 
http://www.adu.uct.ac.za/ 
 
 
COREL (Dave Edge) 
 
Dave circulated the COREL annual report in May. 
A summary of the main COREL achievements last season (April 2016 – March 2017) is as follows: 
 

1) CapeNature have agreed to enter into a contract nature reserve agreement with 
Stellenbosch University for the Westfield habitat of Chrysoritis dicksoni. 

2) A controlled burn was carried out on part of the Erikssonia edgei (CE) habitats at the 
Bateleur Nature Reserve. 

3) The field work has been completed for the research project on Kedestes barberae bunta 
(CE). 

4) Another new locality was discovered for Kedestes niveostriga schloszi (EN) in Du Toit’s 
Kloof.  

5) Knysna Municipality and CapeNature are close to finalising the contract nature reserve 
agreement to expand the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve from 1.5ha to 15ha. 

 
As noted under Latest News, the Brenton Blue Reserve was completely burnt during the course of 
the Knysna fire.  
 
A report from the Brenton Blue News is attached below:  
 
The Knysna fire of 7 June 2017 also raged along the Brenton Peninsula, destroying over a 
hundred properties, many in Brenton-on-Sea, home of the famous Brenton Blue butterfly. The 15 
ha butterfly reserve was severely burnt, leaving only very hardy trees such as candlewoods still 
standing, although badly scorched. After the fire there was no sign of the butterfly’s larval host 
plant, Indigofera erecta. 
 
Dr Dave Edge, who received his PhD in 2005 for his work done on the ecology of the butterfly, 
says that this fire was completely unprecedented in living memory, as far back as when Brenton-
on-Sea was founded in the mid-1960s. Several factors coincided to produce such a fire. Firstly 
Brenton (and indeed the whole Garden Route) had over the past nine months experienced a very 
severe drought, with rainfall less than 25% of the norm experienced since weather records have 
been kept for the Knysna area, and this had dried out the vegetation. Secondly, a proliferation of 
alien vegetation had increased the fuel load, and many of these alien trees were actually dying 
because of the drought. Thirdly, the closure of the Brenton-on-Sea garden waste disposal site had 
meant that residents were deterred from cutting woody plants on their plots. Fourthly, peak 
daytime temperatures had been up in the mid-thirties for a few days before the fire, as a result of a 
strong berg wind (from the north). And finally an incredibly strong westerly gale gusting at up to 



100 km/hr rapidly brought a fire which had ignited in the Karatara area to the Brenton peninsula, 
where firefighters became helpless to stop it as it was able to jump fire breaks and roads. 
 
The effect on the Brenton Blue butterfly of such a severe fire is not known, although it is believed 
by butterfly experts that it has adaptations which should enable it to survive such a fire. The larvae 
and pupae of the butterfly are underground at this time of year, tended by host ants Camponotus 
baynei, and feed on the rootstocks of the host plant. It is believed from studies on other butterflies 

with similar life cycles that the larvae and pupae have 
the capacity to remain in a diapausal state for several 
years until surface conditions are again favourable. 
The host plant itself should be able to recover quite 
quickly, being a resprouter which sends out new 
shoots from the rootstock. New host plants will also be 
recruited from seeds buried in the soil, whose 
germination is stimulated by the heat and smoke. The 
host plants tend to be concentrated on the shady sides 
of candlewood trees and the survival of these trees will 
be critical. The effect on the host ants is at this stage 
unknown, although those that are underground tending 
the larvae may be able to survive on the nutritious fluid 
exuded by the dorsal nectar organ of the larvae. 
 

A research project is being initiated which will involve a number of scientists and institutions, 
including ecologists, lepidopterists, botanists and myrmecologists (ant experts). These scientists 
will track and study the succession processes followed by the vegetation, ant communities and of 
course the Brenton Blue itself. To facilitate and encourage the butterfly’s recovery another site 
nearby, which was much less effected by the fire and has a good population of the host plants, is 
being prepared to be a refuge to receive any adult butterflies that emerge, if there has been 
insufficient time for the host plants and the ant communities to recover at the reserve itself. 

There was some concern regarding Millar’s Tiger (Callioratis millari), which is the “butterfly” on the 
LepiMAP logo: several visits to this species’ locality near Entumeni Forest failed to locate a single 
adult. 

Recently however, Sharon Louw, the District Ecologist for KZN, has found a number of eggs, 
distributed over a reasonably large area – Millar’s Tiger appears to be safe for now 

 

SALCA (Silvia Kirkman) 

The SALCA assessments are in their final stages: authors were meant to complete their work by 
16 July…  
 
  

The board at the entrance to the Brenton Blue Reserve 
– now destroyed 



Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The aim of the BED project is to identify patterns of evolutionary diversity of SA butterflies - in 
addition the research should identify areas of high species richness and conservation concern and 
also locate areas of evolutionary significance. 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
A detailed plan is in place to improve the security, usefulness and consistency of data being 
collected by the CRG contributors. 
 
Various options and technical issues are being investigated at present. 
 
 
Karroo BioGaps (Dave Edge) 
 
This is a new 3 year project in association with SANBI. The focus is on assessing biodiversity in 
areas threatened by potential Fracking developments and approximately 50 critical sites have 
been identified that require surveys. 
 
More than 30 sites have been visited to date, so good progress is being made. 
 
 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 
Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
Subscriber-members should have received their hard-copy of Volume 27 – 2016. If not please 
contact me (jchdobson@gmail.com) or Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com).  
 
Two recent articles can be viewed on the new LepSoc Africa website, Metamorphosis section 
(http://metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=Results&pt=585).  
 

 Mauritius butterflies revisited: short faunal survey reveals a new record for the Mascarene 
fauna – Leptotes jeanneli (Stempffer) 
Tomasz W. Pyrcz 
 

 A new species of Zophopetes Mabille, 1904 (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) from Cameroon. 
Rienk de Jong 
 

The Metamorphosis website is fully open-access and anyone can register. The Editorial Panel has 
been ungraded to an Editorial Board – several highly regarded international and local academics 
have agreed to join.  
 



  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 
Gauteng (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
LepSoc Africa member, Leo Thamm, recorded several interesting 
butterflies from his garden in Ferndale, Johannesburg in April this 
year:  
 

Evening Brown (Melanitis leda helena) 
White-barred Emperor (Charaxes brutus) 
Van Son’s Emperor (Charaxes vansoni) 

 
The latter is a very unusual record and is the only confirmed 
observation that I have for Johannesburg (Leo took a photograph 
of a female specimen, which is reasonably diagnostic). 
 
Some of you may have seen an entry in Pennington’s 2 for the Dappled Monarch (Tirumala 
petiverana), listed as “Randburg (Thamm)”? 
 
Leo was the observer, and found this butterfly in his garden about 30 years ago! 
 
 
Other Provinces 
 
I’ve received no news from the ABN Provincial Correspondents this month; due to this being mid-
winter they are excused for now! 
 
Regional news from around the country will recommence in earnest with the Spring (September) 
edition of the Newsletter. 
 
 
  

White-barred Emperor 
(Charaxes brutus natalensis) 



AFRICA DESK 

Uganda (Muhwezi Rogers) 
 
Mark Williams, Raimund Schutte, Harald Selb and I visited Uganda in early June – a trip report will 
be included in the next Newsletter. 
 
During the course of our visit we visited Mpanga Forest, where Muhwezi Rogers (“Rogers”) is now 
a guide. As a multiple winner of the ABN Photo Competition, and for his regular contributions to 
this Newsletter, Rogers was presented with a book and a butterfly net. 
 

 

Jeremy presenting Rogers with his prize for winning 
the ABN Photo Competition (April 2017 and 
September 2016): “Butterflies of East Africa” field 
guide (Dino Martins and Steve Collins) 

For his regular contributions to this Newsletter he 
was awarded a butterfly net – some of you may 
recognize this as the top portion of a Kevin 
Cockburn extendible net (pidelta@gom.co.za) 

 
 

 
 
Recent photographs from Mpanga by Rogers: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Euphaedra ruspina Cymothoe herminia  Mudpuddling Belenois 

Phalanta phalantha 
 

Junonia sophia Euptera ameitei 



OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
 
Raimund Schutte has submitted a few photos from Uganda (below): 
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FOCUS ON…. 

This features a member of LepSoc Africa in each edition.  
 
Jan Praet (LepSoc Africa’s Marketing officer and Chairman of the Highveld Butterfly Club) is the 
topic for this month’s article.  
 
Jan becomes the first “Focus On…” subject to include a poem with his CV… 
 
 

Jan Praet (born in Belgium in 1976) moved to South Africa in 2007, in 
search of a sunnier climate. 
Inspired by the colourful bird life in his Johannesburg garden, Jan 
started collecting indigenous plants and trees to attract more bird life. 
He soon discovered that many other creatures loved his new 
indigenous haven – and having planted all documented local trees 
available for birds, Jan started collecting specific flora to attract 
butterflies. 
 
A former Belgian work colleague and friend Diederik (Dirk) Van den 
Abbeele, apart from being highly specialized in the South African 
plant genus Haworthia, is an avid collector of European butterflies. 
Dirk is particularly interested in the variation within the species and 
has travelled to remote corners of Europe in search of butterflies.  

When Jan first visited Dirk about 12 years ago, he was mesmerized by the beauty of the 400 trays 
of mounted butterflies that Dirk showed him, along with the intricate stories of the ant-associated 
blues. Jan and Dirk went for a couple Butterfly excursions together, yet work life took over and Jan 
never actively got involved in Lepidoptera... until he started seeing this amazing creatures again in 
his growing botanical garden. Another encounter that completed Jan's metamorphosis from a 
generalist nature lover to a passionate butterfly amateur came during one of Jan's many visits to 
one of Joburg plant nurseries. As Jan was admiring Yellow Pansies and Garden Commodores that 
were happily fluttering around a plant stand of Plecthrantus and Buddleia and shared his 
excitement with nursery visitor, the lady replied: "you sound just like my brother-in-law! He is so 
passionate about butterflies, you should hook up with him, his name is Peter Webb". A couple of 
e-mails later, Jan's ended up subscribing to the Lepidopterists' Society of Africa in 2012, where he 
met so many interesting and like-minded individuals. Having joined the Lepidopterists’ Society of 
Africa, where his interest in butterflies and moths soon took a new dimension (e.g. a week with the 
world authorities on Afro-tropical Lepidoptera at Kibale Forest in Uganda). 

 
Jan’s garden currently hosts a collection of about 300 different indigenous tree species (over 180 
genera) listed in Pooley’s Trees of Eastern Africa (Richard Boon), many of which are important 
larval host-plants and nectar sources for South African butterflies and moths. The total amount of 
trees Jan planted over the past years in his relatively small garden is estimated at around 500. 
Jan is breeding butterflies in a small enclosure in his garden. 
 
“It is amazing to see what one can achieve in such a small area. It gives me hope in this modern 
world, where the importance of nature is all too quickly ignored - an era of short-term gain where 
destruction has become a synonym of evolution. We can all contribute to conservation by making 
small changes in our own gardens. Each time I see new wildlife appearing in the garden, it feels 
like I am playing God – as those insects, reptiles and birds were not there before… and they are 
now appearing thanks to my efforts” 
 
 



"I have done many things for a living and usually never kept a job for longer than 3 years, because 
I always wanted something new, something different... when some people see my CV or hear 
about my past job experience, they often comment: "Trained Chef, Airport Security Officer, High 
School Teacher, IT Specialist, fluent in many languages... how is this possible all in one person?". 
At one stage in my life I started worrying, thinking: "Jan, you better get a more permanent job, 
hobby, etc." cause you cannot keep on jumping from one thing to another". I have given up on that 
thought, as I realized that it is in fact the combined skill and experience that makes me stand out 
from many competing job applicants - it sort of all comes together as a puzzle in the end - e.g. I 
ended up getting a job in South Africa thanks to my combined IT and language skill (Dutch, 
French, German, Portuguese), without which I would probably never have been able to admire a 
Charaxes xiphares in the wild. I believe I am much like a butterfly, I flutter from one thing to 
another. I have lost many modified scales on my head though :-)" 
 
Jan wrote a poem which sums up his passion for nature and butterflies: 
 
  Willow Warbler 
  If a butterfly has landed on my flowers grown 
  If my bushes have provided sheltered rest 
  to a Willow Warbler during Summer months alone 
  If I have planted trees on which a bird could nest 
 
  This very thought would let me go in peace 
  if I were to close my eyes a final time tonight 
  Though even if I might have made a lot of enemies 
  I will have changed the world for friends in flight 

 

 

  
  
 

   
  
 

 

  



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 

Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 
given due consideration; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 
to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the decision, by the editor is final 
and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 
 
I’ve had very few entries for this edition; would any photographers out there PLEASE send me any 
recent pictures that you would like to include, with identification and the month that the photograph 
was taken (jchdobson@gmail.com). 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2016 
Reiner Terblanche 

Anthene lindae  
(Witsand, N Cape) 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
Muhwezi Rogers  

Euphaedra olivicea 
 (Mpanga, Uganda) 

 

OCTOBER 2016 
Simon Joubert  

Chrysoritis oreas  
(Bulwer, KZN) 

NOVEMBER 2016 
Raimund Schutte 

Daphnis nerii  
(Nelspruit, Mpumalanga) 

 

DECEMBER 2016 
Christopher Dobson 

Durbania amakosa ayresi 
(Verlorenkloof, Mpumalanga) 

 

JANUARY 2017 
Crammy Wanyama  
Phaegorista similis 
(Mpanga, Uganda) 

MARCH 2017 
Raimund Schutte 
Junonia artaxia 

(Vumba, Zimbabwe) 

APRIL 2017 
Muhwezi Rogers 
Cyrestes camilus 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 

FEBRUARY 2017 
Andrew Morton 

Aloeides egerides 
(Stanford, Western Cape) 



Entries for May 

  

MAY 

May’s winner is Muhwezi Rogers for 
this interesting photo of the Glassy 
Acraea (Acraea semivitrea) 
 
The picture was taken at Mpanga 
Forest, Uganda on 12 May 
 

Precis tugela tugela 
Chris Dobson 

(Elandshoek, Mpumalanga) 

Hypolycaena liara liara   
Muhwezi Rogers 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 

Apaturopsis cleochares cleochares 
Muhwezi Rogers 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

Mylothris rueppellii haemus  
Jeremy Dobson 

(Bryanston, Gauteng) 
 

Anthene definita definita 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Hennop’s River, Gauteng) 
 

Cymothoe alcimeda marieps 
Chris Dobson 

(Elandshoek, Mpumalanga) 



Entries for June 

 

 
 

  

JUNE 
 
Raimund Schutte wins again, this time for 
his photo of a Beautiful Tiger (Tirumala 
formosa). 
 
This photo was taken near Semuliki, Uganda  
On 17 June. 
 

Myrina silenus 
Muhwezi Rogers 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 

Colotis hetaera ankolensis 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Fort Portal, Uganda) 
 

Cigaritis apelles 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Fort Portal, Uganda) 
 

Cymothoe hobarti 
Raimund Schutte 

(Semuliki, Uganda) 
 

Zeritis neriene  
Jeremy Dobson 

(Rwenzori, Uganda) 
 

Mimeresia dinora 
Raimund Schutte 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Lajos Vári (27 September 1916 – 21 April 2011)  
 
Jonathan Ball has very kindly written the article for this edition of ABN 
 
Lajos Vári was born in Budapest, Hungary. He was orphaned and later 
raised by Dutch foster parents in Amsterdam. Through the dark days of 
the German Occupation of The Netherlands, Lajos worked as a 
laboratory assistant at the University of Amsterdam. He furthered his 
entomological passion at the Zoological Museum of Amsterdam.  
Lajos emigrated to South Africa in 1948, to work at the Transvaal 
Museum in Pretoria. (This is now known as the Ditsong National 
Museum of Natural History).  Here he worked for just under four decades 
in the Lepidoptera department, including many ‘retirements,’ until finally 
‘leaving’ in 1986. He initially worked extensively with Dr. Anthonie Janse 
and Dr. Georges van Son. In 1967, upon the death of van Son, Lajos 
became  the manager of the Lepidoptera Department. He was also the 
Assistant Director of the Transvaal Museum from 1963-1976.  
 
Through Pretoria University he first obtained an MSc and then in 1961, a PhD on the leaf miner 
moths of southern Africa [Lithocolletidae (now Gracillariidae)]. Lajos profoundly influenced many 
lepidopterists, including  Douglas Kroon, Martin Krüger  and  Malcolm Scoble (who also did a PhD 
on leafminer moths, whilst studying in Pretoria – and who later became Keeper of Entomology at 
the Natural History Museum in London).  
 
It was by being a courier (1964-1968) of butterfly Type specimens between Ken Pennington [living 
on a farm near Currie’s Post, KZN – near Michaelhouse] and Lajos, as Curator of Lepidoptera at 
the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria, that I developed a friendship with him. Subsequently, in the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s, on rediscovering ‘true’ niobe , after a ‘hiatus’ of 119 years, at Nature’s 
Valley, the De Vasselot Reserve and above Brenton on Sea, and noting the unsatisfactory 
nomenclature and differences between of what was then known as ‘Lepidochrysops niobe’ from 
Knysna through to the KZN Drakensberg, (see D.A. Swanepoel, 1953, Butterflies of South Africa, 
Maskew Miller Ltd., Cape Town, pp. 110-111), that many discussions were held with Lajos on this 
genus - without a hindwing ‘tail.’ In 1986, the first  publication on the genus Orachrysops was 
published by Lajos.   
 
Lajos was a quiet, caring, charming, motivated and  dedicated scientist. His eyes sparkled when 
talking about the subjects that ‘rocked his boat’ (using modern parlance). He was an excellent 
linguist, family man and encourager.   
He is remembered by numerous publications [not least of which (Vari, Kroon & Krüger, 2002) was 
the “Classification and Checklist of the Species of Southern Africa”] and through a number of 
Lepidoptera species, including the tiny  Agrionympha vari (a minute moth from the forests of 
Mariepskop) and the satyrid, Pseudonympha varii (which is probably a ‘species complex’).  
Lajos Vári’s life contradicts William Shakespeare. Mark Antony, speaking at the funeral of Julius 
Caesar (Act III, Scene 2) said “...the good (people do) is oft interred with their bones.”  
Not so! The goodness, kindness, integrity, wisdom, work and insight of this great lepidopterist lives 
on!  
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